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vocalization of the same consonants. (2) the interchange of similar letters. 
(3) the omission of one or more letters. (4) the transposition of two consecu- 
tive letters. That this is the case may be easily, clearly and abundantly illus- 
trated by examining the quotations from the Old Testament which are found 
in the New Testament. It is evident that the Hebrew text from which these 
quotations were translated into the New Testament Greek differed in each of 
these four ways from the current Massoretic text preserved in our Hebrew 
Bibles. And this accounts, in almost all cases, for the variations of reading 
between the passages in the Old Testament and their quoted form in the New. 
Psalm 18 and II Sam. 22 are slightly varied copies of the same original, and 
the differences can be explained in the simple manner above described, varia- 
tions according to the four modes, resulting from slight errors on the part of 
the Scribe. So it may be shown that the proper names in Chronicles, as com- 
pared with the same in earlier books of Scripture, illustrate this same pecul- 
iarity ; sixty-two variations are clearly due to the errors of the copyist, 
distributed between the four modes named above as follows : (1) thirteen, (2) 
twenty-eight, (3) eighteen, (4) three (see R. V. margin). Now granting the 
existence of an Aramaic Gospel, in accordance with the patristic testimony, it 
is reasonable to suppose that the same kind of copyist's errors would creep 
into the different manuscripts of it. And conversely, where passages in the 
Synoptics exist in such substantial agreement as is compatible with the hypoth- 
esis that they are translations from the same source ; and the divergences are 
such that, in very numerous instances, the variant words, when translated into 
Aramaic, yield words which closely resemble each other, differing only in one 
of the simple ways above enumerated ; then the hypothesis may claim to be a 
demonstrated fact. The Synoptists made use of an Aramaic Gospel. 

Much skill has been shown in working out the argument for this Aramaic Gospel as un- 
derlying our first three Gospels in the Greek. The hypothesis is reasonable, the argument 
strong and logical, the illustrations adduced are many and striking. Here is found a satis- 
factory answer, within limits, to the difficult problem of the loose and inaccurate quota- 
tions in the New Testament. Much interest will be taken in the farther working out of this 
hypothesis. 



A Renewed Hold on the Bible." " It is plain to the discerning that the old 
doctrine of inspiration will have to be formulated anew. So much the more is 
it requisite in this period of partial unsettlement to keep a firm hold of the 
truths which enter into the warp and woof of Scripture, and to which the 
church has borne witness from a living experience of their reality." The dis- 
cerning will agree with this timely statement of Prof. Fisher's. It is plain 
that the doctrine of inspiration which has been hitherto most commonly 
accepted, fails to answer all the questions which arise fairly from modern Bib- 
lical study. It has been modified by ministers and religious teachers. The 
whole subject is under renewed discussion which cannot be hastily concluded. 
We are acquiring, verifying and adjusting the material for a doctrine of inspi- 
ration which may claim to be scientific, sufficient to explain consistently all the 
facts to which it pertains, and which may become the universal belief of the 
church and a permanent part of theology. This is a long process. Meanwhile 
we may hold a proximate doctrine of inspiration, true so far as it goes and 
sufficient for any practical purposes, but which cannot claim to be final or 

* Editorial in Boston Congregationalist ', Dec. 3, 1891. 



58 Synopses of Important Articles. [Jan., 

complete. Moreover, the inspiration in which divine revelation has come 
directly to men is a vital process, and vital processes are not really subject to 
technical definition. The mere formulation of the doctrine is of subordinate 
importance. Like all the great spiritual facts, Biblical inspiration must be 
spiritually apprehended. If we discern aright, the providential intent in the 
present partial unsettlement is that Christian people may get a new hold of the 
great Christian truths — "the warp and woof of Scripture." The Church needs 
a renewal of the living experience of their reality ; in these times it is indis- 
pensable. We cannot doubt that the Bible will at length come out of these 
times of unsettlement renewed in the intellectual confidence of the people, and 
will be more effective in the next generation than in the last. 

During a period of critical investigation and discussion, such as now agitates the Bibli- 
cal world, the thing of chief importance is to ascertain just what is involved and just what 
is not involved, in the matters under discussion. The exact definition of the point at issue, 
with its limitations, would allay the great apprehension of Christian people at the present 
time. He exerts a salutary influence who calls the attention of men away from the din 
over the smaller questions to the fundamental, established, energizing truths of Chris- 
tianity, unquestioned and unquestionable. 



Samson.* How comes this reckless, sinning man to be reckoned among 
the heroes of God ? We have no right to judge him by the standards of Chris- 
tian conscience, and yet even this concession does not completely solve the 
difficulties. Unless the New Testament writer is mistaken, Samson fought 
for God and righteousness, for the progresss of God's kingdom on earth, and 
won a place in the grand procession of those who prepared the way for Jesus 
Christ. In Samson's time, when the social order, resting on specially selected 
and temporary judges, had broken down, and religion and patriotism were 
dwindling and dying out, the popular life produced, by way of recoil, two ex- 
traordinary phenomena : the first was the order of the Nazarites, the second 
the order of the prophets. Samson represented the former. And mark the 
significance of the Nazarites : in protest against those habits of luxury and 
self-indulgence which led by a natural tendency into Baal worship, they were 
total abstainers. At this juncture in the social condition, Israel's only hope 
lay in the appearance ar.d power of a great and strong personality. Such was 
Samson. As for his sins, I do not justify them. But the Bible judgment of 
sins is very different from ours. God's heroes are not spotless. Are we our- 
selves free from guilt ? And further, if men of majestic intellect, splendid 
achievements, noble dreams, power of self-sacrifice, be dragged down, stained 
and marred by besetting lusts and sins, are we of puny natures competent to 
judge such geniuses, who are exposed to extra temptation by reason of those 
very gifts of God which makes it possible for them to accomplish more for 
God and man than other men could do ? Samson had single-handed to fight 
and subdue the Philistines, and thus to reanimate the courage of the Hebrews, 
who were despairing under Philistine oppression. For this, extraordinary 
physical strength was necessary and this was given him, but out of it came 
for the most part his sins. He was possessed also of an inextinguishable joy- 
ousness, to sustain him amid the abject depression of the people. It was only 
toward the close of his career that he lost his hold on God, and then for but a 
short time. There must have been something grand and noble in the man. 

* By the late Prof. W. G. Elmslie, D. D., in Expositor, Nov. 1891. 



